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[N more about the importance of the bay and arificial reefing is a huge
Rl part of what makes this project so multifaceted and important,” said
Rick Elyar, CCA Maryland Habitat Committee Chairman. “The
‘process has proven to be a unique and impactful way to connect the
community to the Chesapeake.”
28, 2016 was an exciting day for CCA Maryland and BCT, as
student-made reef balls sceded with oyster spat
volunteers and loca
lance to take part in the action, located
Once the project reaches completion, more than 200 reef balls and.
‘mearly 300,000 oyster shells will have been placed in the Chesapeake. By
the end of 2017, it s estimated that 3 million oysters will have been gen-
erated in the Bay as a result of the initiatives of the Living Reef Action
Campalgn N Sentific studies have shown that oy -
ol

P within the Chesapeake's p
& water filtering and cleaning, which help control nuisance algae blooms
and excess nitrogen runoff from agriculfural communities. The imple-
‘mentation of the reef balls will result in a structure that is similar to that
\ ©fa coral reef, attracting a whole skew of new marine life.
" A large variety of marine organisms with different purposes will
e drawn to the reef,” said Elyar. “Not only will this enhance oyster
populations and recreational angling over those structures, it will
unleash a positive chain reaction of growth and variety onto the
Chesapeake's habitat and ecosystem.” b
Thanks to the unique partnership forged by BCT, CCA Marylard, [
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Carroll County Public Schools,
Stevenson University and Lehigh Cement, the Living Reef Action
Campaign is an angoing program that will continue to engaga the
Jids of today to build a better fubure for the Chesapeake Bay. 2
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